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o „ «.»rt of graduate work at Marshall College, an 
hnen made to have students accept as major projects 
eflort haS bCCn jr Te„, educational problems in and around their 


whole. 


respective "school districts or those in thestete a 
Sed with this was the conviction that the rapid disappear¬ 
ance of primary source materials and records made it neces¬ 
sary that if a full history of education m the state was ever 
to be written, many shorter histories of counties, schools, and 
contributing organizations must be prepared by persons best 
suited for this purpose-those closely connected with them 
and who have an abiding interest in the project. Many of 
these have been prepared and are now in manuscript form 
in the college library. These students were all urged to pre¬ 
pare papers on these studies for publication, so that those 
interested in the history of education in the state might have 
the facts at hand. The subject of one of these studies was 
the Jackson County private normal schools, which was chosen 
for two reasons, i. e., this county had extensive experience 
with these schools and records were available to a degree 
at least. A story on normal schools in this county will be 
much the same as that in any other county similarly fortunate. 
Morley Q Parsons' made extensive study of this problem 
jnd was urged to write such a history for publication. Not 
bring interested, his data are used in this paper and credit 
it here given for the original work. 

TV first teacher training institution in America was opened 
• March 11. 182.1. by Samuel Head Hall in Concord Corners, 
V r ‘ : T -t At first the students met at his house, then they 
tf .rrj to a vacant room over one of the local stores. That 
summer cooperative citizens built a two-atory brick school- 
*the dimension* of thirty-five by forty-five feet. 
H*jJ «*« •!»> ihp pastor of the Congregational Church of tbe 
isfws-. The sol* purpose of this school was to prepare young 


Mi.hi n*iw 


hi a 
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mcn .nd women to teach. Young children were . 

in this school (or demonstration and practice teaching. P ' d 

the subsequent description of summer normal school. ■ 
Jackson County, it can be seen that there are distinct aim 
larit.es and a few differences to this crude beginning. Although 
normal schools in Jackson County began much later than ISM 
,1 has been fairly well established that such schools existed 
the county before 1890. Their peak was reached just be¬ 
fore the beginning of World War I. This study deals mainly 
with schools operating during the period that the state uni- 
form examination was in force. 


Summer normal schools in Jackson County were taught with 
one primary purpose. This purpose was to prepare the teach¬ 
ers and prospective teachers who attended them to pass ex¬ 
aminations for certification. 

Only a few of the teachers of these summer normals are 
still living. Very few of the living have kept any records of 
their schools, except in their minds. There were no reports 
required by local school administrators or the State Depart¬ 
ment of Education, so very few records were kept except for 
the payment of tuition. In a few years all the teachers of 
r. .rmal schools will have disappeared from the scene. If no 
:>x ,rd is made, the normal school will become a memory. 

In Jarkv.n County no newspapers were preserved between 
>ears of 1900 and 1911, when the normal school movement 
*«** really gaining momentum. The county superintendents’ 
'*T* •'*» • the state superintendents made no mention of nor- 
*■ • and the State Superintendents’ Reports left out 

• ’.e entirely. Histories of education compiled by the 

s l^|'*f'm«il of Education never gave any evidence of 
tne existence of such schools. 

' • *. like the "monitorial schools" of a century 
r *’ *1 -'-"da purple and ntAde a contribution to educa- 
They trained teachers by preparing them to 

• : un<ail ii but >!« 'I’ tag feta ttn ta 

’ ■*' '* * .'.‘I nut improving their students knowledge 

* : - 0,1 n and Itair teaching skills, thus improving 

^ Mtuatkxn in Jarlu*xt County schools, and m all 
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70 , , wh ,ch th,» influence 

elflei countlc* * w« ,t luatone H tencher 

.. » v,ry .' e. h.r, m “ ln| y b “ c “ U T hl built up »n almost 

;;.,^° 8 Tn-“u"" n-r only alter many 

lo the people- 

THE RIPLEY NORMAL SCHOOL 

, , lh „ Board of Education of Ripley 

In a special meet tag of tteBc^ Ju[y ^ 1903 
Independent District » ,. indp al ol the Ripley Graded 

A. S. Lee wns drst hiioa ai P schoo i a t Ripley, Mr. 

District, and the action of the Board was as follows: 

Prod, grunted prlvelcdge [privilege] to use the school build¬ 
ing the coming summer for school purposes. 4 


The first term of Ripley Normal School in the spring of 
1I*H wn-. successful in that eighty-one of the students en¬ 
rolled received certificates.' No records are available as to 
thr actual number of students this first year. No difficulties 
wr -■ encountered the two beginning years, 1904 and 1905, 
opp-i'mn developed when permission was requested to 
t».e building fur thr 1906 term. The opposition centered 
* u *’ ’ r ‘ r*'»' i- i »n to use the building, since it was going 
' 1 ,lu,ln « 'he •ummri to make room for the erection 
! > '7* 1,1 l T, ' r Mow 1,,r « rr building was to be made 
' tin n|,i building was n wooden frame structure. 
,'J. * d “ r,, ’ ,, thr w,ntpr t«r« of public school. 

, , ‘y J** ; n,,t ' “ ul ol lh * • fiction was trying 

lrmu>g U..i r. ' “ t,,p • ucc * M Kven after the fol- 

^ w.. drafted by Attorney J M Baker and 
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presented to the Board of Education on December 26, 1905, 
one member of the three-member board voted against it: 

The board having decided and determined to permit A. S. Lee 
to u»e the public school building for a summer school to be con¬ 
ducted by him to commence on May 14, 1906, and to continue in 
S, Ston for ion consecutive weeks thereafter: It is upon motion 
ordered that the board bet [sic] and doth let to said A. S Lee 
'•"d P ubllc « ch ° o1 building for the purpose aforesaid from said 
M.,y H. 1906, and until the 19th of July, 1906, with the provisions 
th.d the board shall and does reserve the right to move said public 
school building at any time they think necessary to any place 
said Public school building’s lot during any time between 
said May 14. 1906 and to July 19, 1906. 6 

AJbert Sherman Lee was born December 2, 1866, near Har- 
rietsville, Noble County, Ohio . 7 He was one of the later ar¬ 
rivals in a large farm family. He attended elementary and 
■ igh schools at Harrietsville. He acquired a life certificate 
from Marietta College as reported by his widow, but the col- 
not have any record to verify this statement.® He 
nded Marshall College, and finally received his Bachelor’s 
’•Wr.-v in education in 1926 from Morris Harvey College, then 
located at Barboursville. 


T A. S. Loo the essential qualifications of the successful 
•'* *' r were scholarship, professional training, and love for 

• tkiren Al- required for success in teaching, as in any 

• < ■ ailing, were th**c special traits of patience, self-control, 

• - ; ' r • lifer fulness, courtesy, tact, and honesty. By scholar- 

Lrr included a “thorough knowledge of the subjects 

* «•' v get he; with a clear conception of how that knowl- 

*- r *» be 4 . 'foiled “ In professional training he included 

'***'* -’ r f t»u. hing and the art of teaching. By the science 
f i«»»r t ' £ • r meant educational psychology, school manage- 
wad s-'v#!*. l.iUv of education, and nature study. By 
H d tporhmg ha meant skill and efficiency in methods. 
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Of the throe essentials ... the greatest is love. The teacher who 
„ „„t sympathetically acquainted with children, who does not see 
i„ them the future possibilities of manhood and womanhood, who 
has not faith in their success, who cannot re-experience some of 
his own childhood life, who has no real love and sympathy for 
little children, cannot be a good teacher. ..." 


Mr. Lee believed that education was a three-fold develop¬ 
ment. In order of importance, he classified development of 
good health as first, positive moral character as second, and 
"a mind characterized by power and discipline” as third. 1 * 


He accepted the five steps used in the Herbartian method 
of developing a lesson as the formal steps in the process of 
instruction." These steps are (1) preparation, (2) presenta¬ 
tion, (3) comparison, (4) generalization, and (5) application. 
He was careful, however, to impress on his readers and stu¬ 
dents that preparation was not just text-book study, but 
preparation of a receptive mind on the part of the learner for 
the new ideas the teacher might want to present. 

He had this to say about punishment for students: 


, M h.^ Ct * squired ... the punishment should be related 

W c tr s T ible ' ?' POral should be 

“ “ ses ot °h“ rebellion, and not then when anv 

(Ml becoming un^puter' 11 ' W ™ ng “ < ?°h] 8 - c °rporal punishment 
tea, ■ * unl>OI,u,ar - • ■ ■ It is better to rule by love than 


opinion he had of our State Normal Schools is inter- 

• Mhoil! h T^““ 10 tr “ ln teachers in the art 

—than normal Lora *’ °' W “* Vir « W * do more 

r ' h -i.l» County. Ohio **, 'infill °. n ® farm near Harriets. 

'hey wer^ b; “l lhOUKh “ 
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- Mas e: *■-**« 

in 1926. ” dCgree fFOm M ° r ™ Harvey College 

of D J rron h Co C u “?y d in y i 914 C C U w y f Upe ™ tedd «“ of Schools 
philosophy of education. His beliefs e ® expressed °P en ly his 
Beliefs are summarized below: " 

a ‘ enCy e ” kh 

* h“ ~° r -- ~ 

<«)’ rZTsh a ^*‘“°»'“ELrde e r e ' t0m ^ State ' 

teachers. 0 s ould be a Bmat feeling of responsibility among 

(8) West EgE'komd'beEEi Sh0Uld bS fos,ered - 
cation. eadmg state in the field of edu- 

°° n0 ' d ' Pend ,he look to your future 

coUt^Tn:^iz:z h i c w - Lee th ™* ht «» 

article as above: “ expressed in the same 

Sh ° Uld a " d all 

and he,P ">» lb * »« and 
<Ji He should have expert knowledge of farming 
Th. superintendent should visit all schools. *‘ 

JTw l Z h "Z T° d “ ° SSlSlantS 10 ,he Messrs. A S 
V " ' promlnmt ot these was Miles I. Lee a 
, , * nd « c »usin of c. W. Lee Miles l oo 

N " rm “l School because of his special 

-a.br c ° um >' <«*>' <•*« 

.•c,, •- Scho ° l He attended Riplev 

'* _. ’ *"d ured a Arid grade certlflealc in 

1 ““°" "e was hired to leach "A"* gram- 


Mini* No ( p || 
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mar in the Ripley Graded School on July 17, 1905, 91 but he 
did not teach the school according to his record in the Cabell 
County Superintendent’s files. 99 

In the Cabell County teacher’s report, Miles Lee stated that 
he had attended Marietta Commercial College" and Barnes 
Commercial College before receiving his Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Morris Harvey College in 1928. 94 This Mr. Lee 
was about fifteen years younger than the other two, but he 
died earlier than either of the others. 

Other teachers who helped the Lees were of minor import¬ 
ance. Shirley Donnelly helped during the term of 1917 when 
C. W. Lee was in the real estate business . 55 Donnelly was 
studying for the ministry along with his teaching. He served 
with considerable ability in the Chaplains’ Corps of the United 
States Army in both World Wars, obtaining the rank of colonel 
during his recent service. He is now pastor of the Crab Or¬ 
chard Baptist Church and resides at Oak Hill, West Virginia. 

There was also a professor Eihle, from Ohio, W. L. McKown 
from Ravenswood, L. T. Tustin of Charleston, and several of 
'..•'.e students who were especially proficient in one subject. 

The success of a summer normal school, such as Ripley Nor¬ 
mal School, was measured by the number of students in at- 
ter. iar.ee and their accomplishments in subsequent uniform 
rii.e.,ration. A. S. Lee estimated that the number of students 
■>"--*bng averaged around two hundred per year in a letter 
irrtitenlo Roacoe H. Carder when he was securing a history 

Zj'TZL COU '" y Kh00hi 1,1 1937 “ I" the table in Figure I 
a. e a., the available data on the certificates issued and the 

** : * ul *’ "-presented by students. No accurate flg- 
' *’ ; H " ^n , atlon or certification are available for the 

JL,m A loUI ** f '• SM WtlHed teachers had 
,hr 2M certified In 1914. makes 
, r . , make* the estimated figure of 

*** look a bit modest as It was presented 
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by Carder in "History of Education in Jackson County”’ 8 as 
total number uf teachers produced by the Ripley Normal 
s, h •.'! '"Winning in the autumn of 1913, the Ripley Normal 
School initiated a course of study by mail” making the num- 
N-, o teachers served by the school practically unobtainable 
from that time on until the close of the school in 1918. 

The majority of the teachers and prospective teachers at¬ 
tending Ripley Normal School was from Jackson County be- 
C1 “ M ' " the P roximi ‘y ‘he school. The other counties in 
r.or of icprcsentation are listed in Table II. This table is 
bv no means complete because all of the students’ names and 
addresses were not available, but it is only indicative of the 
191 > through 1915, and for 1917. A total of thirty- 
of the fifty-five counties are represented, and not shown 
m the tab,e are thl *ee counties from the state of Ohio. 


TABLE I 


KfKOKD OF RIPLEY NORMAL SCHOOL 1904 TO 1914 30 


Y c«r 

of 

School 

1*M 

IMS 

IMS 

IM7 

IMt 


<t)t 

■til 

1919 

ttll 

till 


Counties 

States 

Certificates 

of W. Va. 

represented 

issued to 

represented 


students 

8 

West Virginia 

81 

7 

West Virginia 

115 

8 

West Virginia 

118 

11 

West Virginia 

125 

18 

West Virginia 

168 

81 

West Virginia 

217 

M 

West Virginia 

200 

a 

West Virginia. Ohio 


a 

West Virginia, Ohio 


a 

West Virginia. Ohio 

>M 

m 

Wort Virginia, Ohio 

as 
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TABLE II 

COMPARATIVE REPRESENTATION OF STUDENTS IN RIPLEY 
NORMAL SCHOOL FROM COUNTIES OTHER THAN 
JACKSON COUNTY J1 


Lincoln 

46 

Fayette 

9 

Mason 

41 

Harrison * 

7 

Wood 

41 

Ritchie 

7 

Wctrcl 

40 

Mercer 

6 

McDowell 

34 

Pocahontas 

6 

Kanawha 

33 

Braxton 

4 

Wirt 

32 

Calhoun 

4 

Roane 

31 

Putnam 

4 

Raleigh 

27 

Summers 

3 

Logan 

25 

Clay 

2 

Marshall 

20 

Wayne 

2 

Wyoming 

17 

Barbour 

1 

Mingo 

16 

Gilmer 

1 

Doddridge 

14 

Hancock 

1 

Boone 

13 

Lewis 

1 

Monongalia 

13 

Mineral 

1 

Marion 

12 

Nicholas 

1 

Tyler 

10 

Ohio 

1 

Cabell 

9 

Taylor 

1 


Among outstanding individuals who attended Ripley Nor¬ 
mal School are those listed below: 


Prat. D L Haught, Davis and Elkins College and President for- 
7 ot Glenville Slate Teachers College; Prof. John C. Shreve, 
Fair— r.: Stale College: L. T. Tustin, Ex-State Supervisor of Rural 
SrftacLt Edgar B S»ms. State Auditor of West Virginia: Miss 
Ormk Sam, W«l Virginia University. 


are only a few of many, but representative of the men 
ntn who attained success after attending the school. 
• £"**t »>!h these people, we must list the fact that there 
** *” ,j! **»>*«. doctors, dentists, preachers, county of- 
^ “ d *""» prominent people of this and other states. 

** " ,h - appreciation and school 

^ W " h L T « Pmidont 

Ch * rl “ lon “* secretary, held 
-J _ through several year, Thotuands 

larum, «.t’ “T* “ a evidenced by 

get-together. The re- 
■enetod .lie, lh , death of C W lee in iwa 

—---- - 
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The evidently hod two reasons for closing their school 
, n Ripley in 1918- C. W. Lee was actively engaged in a real 
cUte business in Warren. Ohio, since the spring of 1917 , but 
hr returned «t intervals to help with the school. A. S. Lee 
was requested by his friend, Clarence L. Wright, Superin¬ 
tendent of Cabell County Schools, to come to Cabell County 
to teach at n much better salary than his schools at Ripley 
could provide.’* 

After the bitter, close campaign for Superintendent of 
Schools of Jackson County in 1914, the Lees lost favor after 
the defeat of the minor partner in the general election. The 
feeling that existed in Jackson County that the Lees were 
.ut-of-staters” and not natives, coupled with the enmity be¬ 
tween the victorious group in the election and C. W. Lee’s 
friends hastened A. S. Lee’s acceptance of the offered position, 
which was due to draw all the others there within a few 
rears.” 

Ripley Normal School was taught three terms during each 
summer of its existence, except for a few years when the 
regular school term extended too nearly to the date of the 
first state uniform examination in the spring. Uniform exam- 
irutioru were held about the first week of April, the second 
•fdt f June, and the second week of August during each 
Ripley Normal School set up its schedule so that each 
,r ' f.’ • -teo-week term would conclude with a uniform ex- 
*** • a* ,ri M The school day was from nine o’clock in the 
until four o’clock in the afternoon, with one hour 
lunch, and no other breaks during the day. 

luitisjft was calculated on the basis of one dollar per 
««*k ;jr t rtudrot with certain provisions. When a student 
•a* aid* and dmlred to pay In advance for a complete term. 
•* <"*-44 §*i a amalt deduction When two or more members 
* ***** family were enrolled, the rale was reduced for 

•m% Mince the achool was located in an agricultural 

***** * m frequently accepted in foodstuff 
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Tlu' subjects taught in Ripley Normal School were identical 
wilh the subjects taken in the state uniform examination: 
t. e.;« 

Arithmetic 
Penmanship 
Bookkeeping 
Orthography 
Agriculture 
Physiology 
General History 
United States History 
West Virginia History 
Civil Government 
Reading and Literature 
Grammar 

Theory and Art of Teaching 


Xot all of these subjects could be taught each day, so sub¬ 
jects were alternated from day to day. Some classes were 
larger than others because all the students did not take all 
the subjects, but simply the ones in which they felt that they 
needed help. The Lees were commonly accepted as being 
very proficient in the studies of arithmetic and grammar, so 
those subjects were emphasized continually. When the teach¬ 
er, of the county were consistently low on some subject in 

P*^Tha“ neXl term ° £ Ripley NOrmal W0Uld em - 

JfJT*" irti “ men ‘ “ ‘he West Virginia School Journal 
end Educator in March, 1916 , the objectives of Ripley Normal 
Sc .^1 are outlined clearly as (1, Scholarship,^) “ 

buI " wh “' got 

U. 1911 * n T; " Wounfa,T >«er. in the edition of Janu- 


Peof—OB. To hold . hlatwr 
" -* ttm CM. ot ,aur erWMIl pewit ion, you 
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Thf and their awistants taught by lecturing and by 
. nuratlon and answer method. They would give written 
e, lions for each day'B lesson in advance in each subject. 
The nest day the professors would call on their students to 
‘ tp ..rally the answers to the assigned questions. Sometimes 
ans wers could be given very briefly, but the student was 
” uir( . t | to rise to his feet for each recitation. Occasionally 
...!' u- .wer required the student to go to the blackboard to 
illustrate or demonstrate his answer or solution. When no 
■udent was able to give a completely satisfactory answer 
'/several students’ answers needed to be put together, the 
.feasor would explain the answer at length by lecturing, 
ip , students were always made to feel free to ask questions 
that pertained to the subject under discussion. No tests were 
to determine the value of the teaching and learning 
’ matrons. Discipline was never a problem, because any stu- 
<ltn , who rebelled or caused a disturbance was promptly dis¬ 
robed from the school. There were always two rooms or 
cU^es going on simultaneously; when there were extra teach¬ 
er a maximum of four classes was reached. 


The class discussion was not the extent of the training of 
■ . Lees They were always very willing to give personal 
, ■ unco before or after school hours, or at any time out ol 

. They would give guidance in helping y" un 8‘« ach ^ 
in selecting what type of teaching they deeired- Wh® star 
arrived at Ripley from outside the county, whether 
they came by way of train or otherwise, the Lees won 
1 .’reel them personally and escort them to e board . 

■ » i.ng place*. Private homes took in the s u room 

en during the summer months The amoun c arg 
. !. .Ml varied between three and four dolla ^ (udcnts . 

T'* La., kept a moral and social outlook on , in _» 

• •- ■ at life was encouraged by ’get acqua n church- 

' ’ entertainment of the new *" ro . the stran- 

<4 the town co-operated whole-heartedly In h p 


l lew! el homa. , , 9 .« 

. . i„ The J» ekeoe Herald ™ f School: 

4 Uw |«qesUr opinion as to the Rip *7 ^ ^ 
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devotion to work and progressive spirit that has characterized 
the school in the past. 

The courses taught by the Lees were primarily based on 
the “Condensed Series” edited and published by A. S. Lee, 
but the students were not required to buy these texts. The 
books used throughout the state in the common school subjects 
were the basis of the work taught in Ripley Normal School. 3 * 
The textbooks commonly used in the common schools at that 
time are listed below: 

Ray's (third part) Arithmetic 
Cutter’s Physiology 
Mitchell’s Geography 
McGuffey’s Readers 
Montgomery’s American History 
Myer's General History 
Matthew’s Bookkeeping 
Lewis’ State History 
Brooks’ Mental Arithmetic 
Harvey’s Old English Grammar 
McGuffey’s Spellers 
Peterson’s Civil Government 37 

These texts were not state adoptions, but ones that had stood 
the test of local use. 


A. S. Lee had this to say regarding his own textbooks: 

^ es " “ ” arnmged to cultivate the ability 
• ^ rt ,,i° rClbte and tthhtbncing compositions on various 

p«»«s Of the different branches of study. 38 

“Condensed Series" was a set of thirteen brief texts 
, “r f ° Und ” ‘ hc state uniform examinations. Lee 
Jn ™ch 3Mni “ Preparing these books, starting while 
"*** ln 'he «ate of Ohio. The books were revised 

- be r ' nd ' 918 ' but "Thev™ 

' 1Utt 'hem • little larger- 

mmj teacher, who shared his opinion. 

in ¥*2 Norm *' 

-r=- ._ D * b > eurreapondence - This study 
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.. ,< oblain-blo during the winter months when the v 
employ** in the public schools. As presented‘ Chers 
the course of study by maU had a five-fold program* 

„) Reaches your study room and your schoolroom 

(»' tor educatl '> n h‘ srowth ana professional train 

while tea chin*;. training 

(»> wlth y0 " every day to th8 schoolroom ana causes dm, 
difficulties to vanish. uses daily 

(») Harmonizes your private study and your preparation , 
dally da" "'° rk . “ nd S ives system, strength, and vitality to iT 
,51 lays the foundation for that scholarship, originality a a 
resourcefulness that makes passing a teacher’s examination not 
only easy, but a pleasure/' 


The tuition for the regular course in all or part of the 
thirteen or fourteen common school branches for sixteen 
weeks of correspondence study was fifteen dollars. 42 For the 
special courses in algebra, geometry, and composition the tui- 
was the same, and this course was also planned to last 
sixteen weeks. 4, * It would be impossible to determine the 
r.uniier of students of Ripley Normal School that were certi¬ 
fied because several teachers could study together on only 
ooe correspondence course. 


There are two illustrations of previous attempts at teacher 
training The schools are listed under the names of the 
. - : who taught them; some of these teachers taught be- 
i-rt the year of 1903. Very rarely would two teachers join 
-irA acting a school; however, there are a few instances 
•here this occurred. 


• '* - *» m-i; »r teacher training attempts in Jackson County 
*■ of fUta uniform examinations were the Ohio 

.« jr.d the Ripley Summer School. There were 
. .*! • rrx who taught summer schools about 

ttnv. but they vers not nearly so numerous ss after 1903. 


' ' ^ Vai « y College was a Join: effort of the 

and the Untied Brethrm Churches to 
•dkgi et flsTsii 


m’.rxl nreinren ..._ 

, |M “ Th* truttw* *«• 


n tni 


u> l~ 
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Stout. F. P. Harris, and G. W. Holswadc for the Methodist 
Protestant Church and R. A. Hitt, Virgil A. Lewis, and J. c 
Warner for the United Brethren Church/ 5 The town of Ravens- 
wood through H. B. Hoyt, a representative of the citizen’s 
committee, agreed to donate $6,000 to be used in the erection 
of suitable buildings. At a later date the churches made ar¬ 
rangement to raise another $6,000 and planned to erect a 
$12,000 building. 

The faculty of this college was Virgil A. Lewis, president; 
F. P. Harris, head of faculty; Charles G. Alexander, first as¬ 
sistant; Ottie Mae Hitt, second assistant; Charles S. P. Ed¬ 
wards. principal of the business department, and Anna Arm- 
strong, principal of the elocution and music department/ 6 


The courses offered at this college were the classical course 
and the philosophical course, each continuing four years after 

af' and 3 n ° rmal course which was identical 
‘ h State N o™al courses offered at that time." It also 

“«r k b , Usiness> musk - and elocution. It claimed 

.. m ! e ° hio VaUey that offered a s “™er 

. 8°By- The Fall term began around the first 

«te^d P h ; ° f earlier ' TeaChers had tha opportunity to 
r/. J/ rt Ume bef0re their PuWio schools began. A cor! 

rrr Pl :r;,r iniuated in 1899 wwch ^ ***»- 

W ° rk in ' he FaU and Spring 

•w. and after F P Harris theh^ 0 * any Success what_ 
" * * fll he .uffor^ duri‘ /r d ,° f ,‘ hC faCuI,y - was killed 
wt *>* was abandon ^"" 16 d ‘ ng Construction - 'he 

Rlpto^NormiTschw!! 001 ’ n0 ' *° ** confused with the 
- H /oLZSIr I" 1899 „ Riplev 

* ^ •' UM ..me- £ Mtlty 

I. I» g , n AnrS^oTm the ‘ cb °°^ w « leacher 
***»’’ A Ue.i’aiah ■ “ nd c,,nlinu «* fw ten 

•*- tw lh . COmmon «ho,,l branches 

St- - »**m .nation, and a review 0 , lhe 
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. hor branch**. H. C. Ferguson, now an attorney at Charles- 
n mil an ex-county examiner, who had graduated from the 
vV sch'K'l of Went Virginia University, was in charge of His- 
‘ rv , n d Civil Government. Oberholtjer, who had had three 

years experience in practical bookkeeping was in charge of that 

•' ul) , pct Miss Mac Parsons, who had received special training 
Marshall College, was in charge of primary and kinder¬ 
garten instruction. 

The enrollment at this term was fifty to sixty students.” 
The enrollment fee for the principal’s department was two 
, ;, p,. r month; for the second department, one dollar and 
SC. I cents, and for the primary department one dollar per 

month.” 

A number of lesser enterprises were conducted by persons 
a ::h varying degrees of success and for varying lengths of time 
.. this county. Parsons” found at least thirty-nine such schools. 

Among these schools that attempted to compete with the 
Jack-om County normal schools were the Reedy Summer Nor¬ 
mal and the Calvert Normal School. The Reedy Summer 
, r mal was held at Reedy, in Roane County, just across the 
Jackar,n County line. Its director was D. M. McKown who 
cad attended Glenville State Normal, Marshall College, and 
•A • •• Virginia University. He was later helped by Silas Walker, 
a graduate of Marshall College. The school celebrated its 
tenth anniversary in 1918 with the following record the past 
nine yean; 


i U Am grade certificate! 
Vtl Mrand grade certificate* 
173 third grade certificate*." 


T ag Wry openly claimed that no other school could boas 
< I - • . fe. rd Tile tuition here wax one dollar J* 

■' i • .tit and the room and board from three boll* 

V, dollars and flfly cenla per week. 

< a. .CM S ne.al School was taught at 
U* J M ii n County line In Wirt County. 
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Walker Morgan was director of this school. It was small, 
having about twenty students, but effective; and it was defi¬ 
nitely taught in 1917“ and 1918. 97 
Parsons*" indicated that: 


The greatest effect of normal schools on JackBon County was 
the creation of an Intense interest In education and particularly 
In the profession of teaching. Since Jackson County up to this 
time had been entirely agricultural, then the only open vocation 
besides farming was that of teaching school. The demand for 
teachers in the counties surrounding Jackson was high. When 
the students had no other schools to attend after finishing the 
common school, naturally the summer normals appealed to them. 
After attending a summer normal the state uniform examination 
presented a challenge. Nearly every young man or woman with 
average or better intelligence attended some normal school and 
tried to make a certificate. 


Counties of the southern and eastern part of the state re¬ 
peatedly called upon Jackson County to fill vacancies in their 
school systems caused by a lack of certified teachers. These 
teachers held their positions, once they were placed, and the 
influence of the Jackson County normal schools and teacher 
training was spread over great areas of the state. This state¬ 
ment « well evidenced by the fact that during one year of 
the Ripley Normal School alone, there were twenty-eight 
counties of the state represented by teachers in training. 

U^d^r™ ° f JaCkS ° n Count >' satisfying 

u „. :r , Dachers ' the State N °™*1 schools were 

-ssss: ffrtrs: —“* 

Wd 0n tcachere was three- 

m ,L tdehln, '!?** * ubjwt blatter, (J) « n 
“ d ,3) ,hc creation of more 

t"*"- -'maTXl Ct^ “ W “ UO " 


•*- ** cimip " lrd 
■nowledgc of subject material. 



Private Normal Schools in West Virginia 


85 


but the presence of normal schools increased their chances 
f,„ self-improvement. Many teachers would not have had 
t h,- initiative to study on their own, but the summer normal 
created a situation where they could be given a logical 
ivuiM' of training which they must study to achieve. 

The art of teaching was improved through the instruction 
of experienced teachers in the summer schools. All the teach- 
who taught normals were those who had had considerable 
vjx-rionce and had qualified in one way or another for the 
highest obtainable grade by uniform examination. Associa¬ 
te with these able teachers would have aided the newcomers 
even from observation, but their instruction of theory and 
nr, of teaching was well done and perhaps benefited the stu¬ 
dents more than any other instruction they obtained. 

This grouping together of teachers and prospective teachers 
:«r.ied to create a feeling of professional spirit brought about 
bv association. By meeting together daily, the teachers were 
ir* to talk over each other’s past teaching problems and 
-•-'-ire their experiences in view of a co-operative, but profes- 
j. nally efficient school for the next year. The only other 
that teachers were brought together was the teacher’s 
tute* which were held each year. Transportation was 
*- ' extensive during this quarter century, so teacher associa- 
>uUide of summer schools was very limited. 

A letter teacher-pupil relationship was built up by the 
’■' 7Tr ** : school* The young teachers copied methods from 
,f ' ^ *1 tchoo) instructors which in most cases were excel- 
® *' r ~ ,t they were nuperior to any that the new teachers 


*•<1 by themselves. Many of the beginning 
y young, starting to teach at the age of 
younger, was quite common. This would 
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